
Geoffrey Philipps  

Lime Down Solar 

Please find attached a pdf copy of my presentation to the above hearing. 

 

At the hearing I was asked to provide a copy of the Forestry Commission documentation 
relating to recommended heights for deer fencing to which I referred in my presentation 
- this is attached to this email in pdf format.  

 

I also attach for your reference a pdf printout from the current HMG requirements for 
deer fencing to qualify for grant assistance. The relevant table is to be found on page 4.   

The relevant link is:  

https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/deer-fencing-fg9#specifications-
for-the-height-of-the-fence-and-the-size-of-the-mesh. 

 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Regards 

Geoffrey Philipps 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fcountryside-stewardship-grants%2Fdeer-fencing-fg9%23specifications-for-the-height-of-the-fence-and-the-size-of-the-mesh&data=05%7C02%7Climedown%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7Cbd54d755aedc4a650c7608dedcda54be%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C639191028532747621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DD3PqoDbbK0SbutP2Lx4auoC76vsYUtAEeArlpgzIj4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fcountryside-stewardship-grants%2Fdeer-fencing-fg9%23specifications-for-the-height-of-the-fence-and-the-size-of-the-mesh&data=05%7C02%7Climedown%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7Cbd54d755aedc4a650c7608dedcda54be%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C639191028532747621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DD3PqoDbbK0SbutP2Lx4auoC76vsYUtAEeArlpgzIj4%3D&reserved=0


Good aŌernoon 

My name is Geoffrey Philipps. I live in . I am fully 

reƟred, so spend much of my Ɵme in our garden, with its 300metre 

frontage to Gauze Brook and footpath MALW51 allowing me to put 

flesh on some excellent points raised at the first Open Floor Hearing in 

April.  

Reference was made to Storm Bert in November 24 –not an isolated 

event – nor a 1 in 30-year event – the Brook flooded some 17 Ɵmes 

that winter, using the full extent of the flood plain immediately west 

of Corston on each occasion– a typical winter.  

The increased run off idenƟfied by Prof Skeffington will increase the 

speed at which the waters rise. The choke point, the A429 bridge, will 

be overwhelmed more oŌen, raising the flood level and creaƟng 

increased risk for residents of Corston. The Lime Down development 

would render sƟll born any thoughts on flood alleviaƟon by the local 

council. 

Our idyllically rural Footpath with its long open views and grazing 

livestock is a significant recreaƟonal asset for the wellbeing of locals 

and visitors alike.  

Year-round I esƟmate 20-30 groups pass by our garden daily on 

average. The number varies with weather and season, exceeding 

perhaps 100 on a fine summer’s weekend: families, dog walkers, 

cyclists, hikers and horse riders.  

This Footpath leads into HULL7 and HULL6, both set to close during 

construcƟon, eroding the main benefit of MALW51 and cuƫng off 

both 45-minute circular routes back to Mill Lane which we, like others 

in Corston, walk many Ɵmes a week.  

 



AŌer compleƟon large secƟons of footpath will be hemmed in by 2.5 

metre deer fencing.  

The Forestry Commission recommends 1.5m for Fallow, Roe and 

Muntjac, the only indigenous deer species in this part of the country - 

so why the necessity for the higher fence? The Alcatraz feeling will be 

heightened by the proposed hedging.  

The proper creaƟon and maintenance of a naƟve species, 4.5m high 

hedge is, to say the least, challenging, expensive and will take years to 

achieve. The tendency will be to cut corners and those plants that do 

survive will be let grow thin at the boƩom, rendering any screening 

ineffecƟve.  

Add to this the constant hum of tracker panels and inverters 

destroying any sense of space or solitude. The countryside around will 

be turned into a no-go area for recreaƟon and well-being.  

If the project obtains consent; irrespecƟve of it being completed or 

not, the area will be blighted for ever, there being no effecƟve 

incenƟve for decommissioning. 

I am fully commiƩed to renewable energy; I drive an all-electric car 

and installed a ground PV array in our garden. That said, I view 

Limedown as ill-conceived, badly designed and wrongly located, all 

without any concern for local stakeholders and would urge that its 

applicaƟon be rejected. 

Thank you 
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P R A C T I C E  N O T E

Recommendations for Fallow, 
Roe and Muntjac Deer Fencing:
New Proposals for Temporary 
and Reusable Fencing

231 Corstorphine Road
Edinburgh
EH12 7AT

http://www.forestry.gov.uk
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INTRODUCTION

Forestry Commission Bulletin 102 Forest fencing provides
deer fence specifications together with guidance on fence
construction and maintenance. The specifications given in
Forest fencing are also to be found in British Standard
1722 Part 2.

Well maintained fences, constructed to the recommended
specifications, provide an effective barrier to deer.
However, the costs of these fences can be high. The
components of a fence, the netting, line wires and posts
together account for approximately 50% of the initial
establishment cost of a fence. The cost of each component
is related to the amount of raw material used in its
manufacture. For example, with wire netting the larger
the mesh size and the thinner the wire used, the cheaper
the cost per roll.

Recent research work, largely funded by MAFF, has been
aimed at reducing costs without compromising efficiency.
The minimum requirements for the criteria of height, wire
spacing (mesh size), strength and durability were
determined separately for fallow, roe and muntjac deer.
The effect of adding repetitive high voltage electric pulses
along a fence was also investigated. At the same time, the
opportunity was taken to investigate, and where practical,
develop new materials. The recommendations resulting
from this work are given in this Note.

DEER BEHAVIOUR AT FENCES

The expected behaviour of deer when meeting a fence
varies by species and determines the type of fence
structure required. Roe and fallow deer approach a fence
in a consistent and measured way. Bucks will walk up to
the fence, measure the height by eye and, if able, jump
over. They do not attempt to push through. Females
(does) of those species will, again at walking pace, test a
fence by prodding and pushing with their head to seek a
way through or under. Only if they are unable to pass
through or under will they attempt to jump over.

FCPN9

Muntjac of both sexes will search for a way under a fence
before attempting to push through. If they fail they will
attempt to jump over. Muntjac have been observed
jumping 1.2 m over a fence from a fast walking pace.

NEW MATERIALS

Netting

Two new patterns of wire netting, a 1.5 m high tensile
hinged joint deer netting (code A 15/1550/150, Figure 1),
and a lightweight hexagonal mesh netting (Figure 2) have
recently become available. High tensile plastic mesh
netting (Figure 3) is also available for fencing, and offers a
number of potential advantages:

• It can be made in a range of mesh sizes, strengths and
colours.

• It is lightweight, 100 m of 1.5 m wide netting weighing
12.5 kg (vis-à-vis 126 kg for 1.5 m wide high tensile
wire netting) but is strong enough to be tensioned.

• It can be re-rolled after initial erection and offers the
possibility of recovery and reuse. In consequence, it has
potential where there is a short-term protection
requirement, for example, on some restock and
coppice sites.

Figure 1 Staplelok post and light HT wire mesh

B Y  H A R R Y  P E P P E R  O F  F O R E S T  R E S E A R C H
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Line wires

Both hexagonal mesh wire netting and high tensile plastic
mesh require supporting line wires, but as both are
relatively lightweight a 2 mm diameter wire can be used
instead of the standard 2.64 mm diameter spring steel
fencing wire. Fencing wire of 2 mm diameter (zinc-coated
to BS EN 10244-2) is currently available only in high
tensile steel but may be manufactured as spring steel
fencing wire in the future.

The 2 mm diameter wires can be joined by knotting or
twisting, but this reduces the strength of the wire by at
least one third. A crimped sleeve wire joiner (Figure 4)
will join two ends without reducing the overall tensile
strength; in fact, the actual join is stronger than the wire.

Posts

The recommendations in Forest fencing and the British
Standard require that straining post assemblies and corner
posts be permanent structures and thus do not lend

Figure 2 Lightweight hexagonal mesh netting Figure 3 High tensile plastic mesh netting

Figure 5 T-bar box section

themselves to being recovered and reused at a reasonable
cost. Accordingly we have designed and tested two new
support systems using metal posts. One is based on the
box strainer principle (Figures 5 & 6) and the other on the
more conventional strutted post (Figure 6). These designs
offer straining post assemblies that can be erected in less
than 30 minutes without the need to dig holes. The only
tools required are a hand-held post driver, wire cutters
and spanners. All the materials for a straining post
assembly together weigh less than 20 kg, and are easily
carried. In addition, a straining post can be dismantled for
reuse in less than 20 minutes.

Intermediate posts/stakes may be of wood, pointed, with
or without preservative treatment, or made of metal
(Figure 6); all may be driven using a hand-held post
driver. Both treated wooden stakes and metal stakes are
easily recovered for reuse. An alternative design of stake
using recycled plastic is currently being developed.

Figure 4 Hayes Crimp Sleeve HC2 and H550 crimping tool
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1.5 m T-bar 2 mm diameter
HT line wire

Staplelok
Round:

wood pointed
or plastic

T-bar

2 mm diameter
HT line wire

HT plastic
Light weight

hexagonal wire
Fencing ring

2.5 m T-bar
2.1 m T-bar

Twilfix
universal
winder

Twilfix
universal
winder
with bracket

2 mm diameter
HT stay wire

Figure 6 Fence components (not to scale)

a. Box Strainer Assembly T-bar

Cyclone HT deer fence
A15/1550/150

(requires double strainer held
with ST10 fitting
and ST9 not ST1)

1.8 m or 2.4 m
Staplelok post

Round:
wood pointed

or plastic

HT plastic
Light weight

hexagonal wire
Fencing ring

Single or
double
2.4 m
Staplelok
post

Single or
double
2.1 m
Staplelok post

0.45 m footing
Staplelok post

ST13 fitting

ST1 fitting ST7 fitting

2mm diameter
HT line wire
(with ratchet

winder)

b) Box strainer assembly components

Twilfix universal
winder

Twilfix universal winder with bracketSentinel
bi-steel T-Bar

Side View

Plan

c) Strutted strainer assembly staplelok
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Anchors

Metal disc ground anchors which are used to hold fences
down into dips and gullies have been unavailable for a
number of years. However, there is now a small anchor
on the market (Figure 7) which is ideally suited to
securing fences of these lightweight materials.

Gates

Gates using T-bars and welded rolled-top security fence
panels have been designed into the fence (Figure 8). Such
gates can be made in a range of sizes to allow pedestrian
or vehicle access.

Figure 8 Rolled-top gate hung on T-bars

Figure 7 Ground anchor and tool 

d) Corner post assembly

e) Box strainer assembly

2 mm diameter HT line wire
(with ratchet winder)

Single
or
double
2.4 m
Staplelok
post

0.45 m footing
Staplelok post

0.45 m footing
Staplelok post

ST13 fitting ST13 fitting

ST7 fitting

ST4
fitting

Single or
double
2.4 m
Staplelok
post

Single or
double
2.4 m
Staplelok
post

ST13 fitting

Winder

ST13 fitting

2 mm diameter
HT stay wire

2mm diameter
HT line wire
(with ratchet

winder)

f) Strainer assembly components (Staplelok)

Post

ST9

ST1

ST4

ST7

ST10

ST13
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Table 3 Component choice

Straining assemblies Intermediate/stakes Line wire Netting

T-bar box T-bar 2mm high tensile Hexagonal mesh wire
or or or

Staplelok strutted Staplelok A15/1550/150
or or or

Staplelok box round wood, plastic mesh
or pointed, treated 

Wood post strutted or untreated 2.65 mm spring steel

Choose any one from each column. Note that A15/1550/150 can only be used in conjunction with a double Staplelok strutted straining post assembly and requires no line
wires, and 2.65 mm spring steel wire can only be used with standard wood post and strut assemblies.

NEW FENCE SPECIF ICATION
FOR TEMPORARY AND
REUSABLE FENCING AGAINST
ROE AND MUNTJAC DEER

The new lightweight fence materials described offer the
potential for specifying temporary and reusable fencing as
well as permanent fencing. As a result they may be
considered as an alternative to chestnut pale fencing and
dead hedging (Technical Note 5/95).

Fences may be built to individual specifications, which can
be drawn up using different combinations of components
chosen from the range of materials listed in Table 3 and
illustrated in Figure 6.

Practical experience of these new materials and fence
specifications is limited to a few trial sites and therefore
their performance in other woodland situations,
particularly in the uplands, is untried. For this reason it is
not possible to quote costs for these fences at this stage.
However, it is expected that savings of 25–30% will be
attainable, compared to the cost of more traditional post
and wire fences.

AMENDMENTS TO CURRENT
SPECIF ICATIONS

The following recommendations for fallow, roe and
muntjac fencing are made to supplement those in Bulletin
102:

• Fences with mesh netting make the most effective barrier
provided the mesh sizes given in Table 1 are not
exceeded.

• When fencing against muntjac the netting should be
lapped 150 mm on the ground and pegged or turfed, as
for rabbit fencing.

• Line wire fences (without mesh netting) are not fully
effective even with tensioned spring steel wires at 150
mm spacing.

• The addition of an electric pulse adds little to the barrier
effect of a line wire fence.

• The height of a fence should be determined by the height
the deer can be expected to jump and by their need to be
on the other side (Table 2).

Table 1 Maximum mesh sizes of fence netting

Species Mesh size (mm)

Fallow 220 x 200

Roe 200 x 150

Muntjac 100 x 100 but 75 x 75 preferred
for humane reasons*

* The head of an adult muntjac will pass through a 100 m x 100 m mesh but not
the body. When the head is withdrawn there is a danger of the antlers
becoming snagged.

Table 2 Minimum fence height

Species Height (m)

Fallow 1.5

Roe 1.2 (for areas less than 2.5 ha)*
1.5 (for areas greater than 2.5 ha)*

Muntjac 1.5

* A general recommendation based on the need to jump over the fence and the
ease to walk around the fenced area.
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SUPPLIERS AND ASSOCIATED
PRODUCTS

Cheshire Adhesives Tapes

New Road, Winsford, Cheshire CW7 2NN

• Fencetool model 110 and green plastic coated fencing rings

(for attaching high tensile plastic mesh to line wires)

T.H.E Consultants Ltd

11 New Street, Lymington, Hampshire SO41 9BH

• Recycled plastic stakes

Centrewire Ltd

PO Box 11, Wymondham, Norfolk NR18 OXD

• Lightweight high tensile black plastic netting

(55 m x 75 mm mesh)

• 2 mm diameter high tensile fencing wire

McArthur Group Ltd

Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 7LF

• Staplelok high tensile steel posts

• Staplelok staples.

• Staplelok fittings: ST7, ST9 & ST13.

• Cyclone deer fence A15/1550/150.

• Hayes crimp sleeve HC2 and H550 crimping tool.

• Ground anchors and tool.

Netlon Ltd

New Wellington Street, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 4PJ

• Heavy weight high tensile black plastic netting

(85 mm x 85 mm mesh)

Tornado Wire Ltd

Muthill Road, Crieff, Perthshire PH7 4HQ

• 2 mm diameter high tensile steel fencing wire

Twil Fencing Products

PO Box 119, Shepook Lane, Sheffield S9 1TY

• Roll-top fencing panel

• T-bars, Sentinel bi-steel

• Twilfix universal winder

• Twilfix universal brackets

• Hexanet hexagonal mesh wire netting
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Find out about eligibility and
requirements for the deer fencing item.

From:

Published
Last updated

Grant type:

Areas of interest:

Capital item (/capital-grant-finder?
grant_type=capital-item)

Uplands (/capital-grant-finder?
land_use=uplands) and Woodland (/capital-grant-
finder?land_use=woodland)

FG9: Deer fencing

Rural Payments Agency (/government/organisations/rural-payments-
agency) and Natural England (/government/organisations/natural-england)

2 April 2015
16 April 2026 —

Contents

How much you'll be paid
How this item benefits the environment
Where you can use this item
What you must do to use this item

Evidence you must keep

Specifications for the fence’s woodwork—
Specifications for the height of the fence and
the size of the mesh

—

What the management plan needs to include—

7/8/26, 11:05 AM FG9: Deer fencing - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/deer-fencing-fg9#specifications-for-the-height-of-the-fence-and-the-size-of-the-mesh 1/7
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https://www.gov.uk/capital-grant-finder?land_use=woodland
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/rural-payments-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/rural-payments-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/


This item is part of Higher Tier Capital Grants
2026. You must read the Higher Tier Capital
Grants 2026 guidance
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-
tier-capital-grants-2026) to understand the rules
and how to apply.

If you’re applying for this item as part of a
Countryside Stewardship Higher Tier (CSHT)
application, you must read the CSHT applicant’s
guide
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/countrys
ide-stewardship-higher-tier-csht) to understand the
rules and how to apply.

How much you’ll be paid 

£10.27 per metre (m).

How this item benefits the
environment
Protecting newly created or existing woodland and
wood pasture from deer browsing, helping sustain
the habitat. This supports biodiversity and carbon
capture.

Where you can use this item 

You can use this item on:

on woodland or to protect trees planted in an
agroforestry system (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-

Items, supplements and actions you can use
with this item

Capital items—
Supplements—

Countryside Stewardship Higher Tier actions—

7/8/26, 11:05 AM FG9: Deer fencing - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/deer-fencing-fg9#specifications-for-the-height-of-the-fence-and-the-size-of-the-mesh 2/7
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/countryside-stewardship-higher-tier-csht
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-to-agroforestry


guide-to-agroforestry) with the agreement of the
Forestry Commission

on wood pasture with the agreement of Natural
England

in a Woodland Tree Health Grant
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/woodland
-tree-health-grants-2026) in combination with TE5:
Supplement for use of individual tree-shelters
(https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-
grants/supplement-for-use-of-individual-tree-shelters-
te5) (with the agreement of the Forestry
Commission)

What you must do to use this item
You must:

install the fence ensuring the specifications meet
the requirements set out in the tables below and
in the Forestry Commission: Forest fencing guide
(https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/publications/forest-
fencing/)

clear debris from the line of the fence

make the line of the fence smooth enough so the
bottom of the fence sits with the ground (there
must be no gaps that deer can enter through)

make sure the fence is regularly inspected
maintain the fence so deer cannot enter the land
until the trees are large enough that they no
longer need protecting

get the agreement of your adviser if installing
metal fence posts on land in a Countryside
Stewardship Higher Tier agreement

Specifications for the fence’s woodwork

7/8/26, 11:05 AM FG9: Deer fencing - GOV.UK
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Species of
deer

End posts
and turning
posts
metres by
centimetres
(cm)

Struts
metres by
centimetres
(cm)

Inte
stak
met
cent
(cm)

Roe 2.8m by 10
to 13cm

2.5m by 8 to
10cm

2.5m
8cm

Muntjac 2.8m by 10
to 13cm

2.5m by 8 to
10cm

2.5m
8cm

Red/sika/fallow 2.8m by 12
to 18cm

2.5m by 10
to 13cm

2.6m
10cm

Specifications for the height of the fence and
the size of the mesh

Species
of deer

Minimum fence
height metres
(m)

Maximum mesh
size millimetres
(mm)

Red and
sika

1.8m 200mm by 300mm

Fallow 1.8m 200mm by 220mm

Roe 1.5m 200mm by 150mm

Muntjac 1.5m 75mm by 75mm

What the management plan needs to include

You can only use this item on an existing woodland
site if your management plan clearly identifies that
deer are present and pose a threat to the site. You
do not need a woodland management plan where
this item is being used to protect newly planted
trees using capital item TE4: Supply and plant tree
(https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-
grants/supply-and-plant-tree-te4).

7/8/26, 11:05 AM FG9: Deer fencing - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/deer-fencing-fg9#specifications-for-the-height-of-the-fence-and-the-size-of-the-mesh 4/7

https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/supply-and-plant-tree-te4
https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/supply-and-plant-tree-te4
https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/supply-and-plant-tree-te4


Your adviser will adapt the requirements for this
item to your site. You should discuss and agree
these requirements with them.

Evidence you must keep 

You must keep photographs of the completed work
and provide with your claim.

 You must also keep and provide on request:

any consents or permissions connected with the
work
receipted invoices or bank statements where a
receipted invoice is unavailable
a Forestry Commission management plan
approval letter

Read the record keeping and site visit requirements
in the Agreement holder’s guide: Capital Grants,
Higher Tier capital grants and Protection and
Infrastructure grants
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreement-
holders-guide-capital-grants-higher-tier-capital-grants-
and-protection-and-infrastructure-grants-2026) for more
information.

If you’re applying for this item as part of a
Countryside Stewardship Higher Tier (CSHT)
application, you must read the record keeping and
site visit requirements in the CSHT agreement
holder’s guide
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/countryside-
stewardship-higher-tier-csht).

Items, supplements and actions you
can use with this item

Capital items

You can use this item with the following items:

FG12: Wooden field gate
(https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-

7/8/26, 11:05 AM FG9: Deer fencing - GOV.UK
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grants/wooden-field-gate-fg12)

FG14: Badger gate (https://www.gov.uk/countryside-
stewardship-grants/badger-gate-fg14)

FG15: Water gates (https://www.gov.uk/countryside-
stewardship-grants/water-gates-fg15)

FY6: Restore coppicing in woodland
(https://www.gov.uk/capital-grant-finder/fy6-restore-
coppicing-in-woodland)

Supplements

You can use it with these supplements:

FG4: Rabbit fencing supplement
(https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-
grants/rabbit-fencing-supplement-fg4)

FG5: Fencing supplement – difficult sites
(https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-
grants/fencing-supplement-difficult-sites-fg5)

Countryside Stewardship Higher Tier actions

You can use with these actions:

CWD20: Create wood pasture
(https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-
farms/cwd20-create-wood-pasture)

CWD21: Restore wood pasture and parkland
(https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-
farms/cwd21-restore-wood-pasture-and-parkland)

CWD22: Manage wood pasture and parkland
(https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-
farms/cwd22-manage-wood-pasture-and-parkland)
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